FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: David Fouse, 202/789-35676
Carole Zimmerman, 202/789-5677

" American Public Health Association ,
Supports Patients’ Bill of Rights Act of 1998

qunmtbyMohmmldN.Akhur,MD.MPE

Washington, DC, May 6, 1998 — "Managed care carried with it the promis
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available to all Americans. Now that most Americans are enrolled in mam
cueplma.mymuuablemmthene'mquuaﬁtym are loging
thcirchoiceofhunhc_uapmvidmmdmhcldnginfmﬂon about hea

plans. In addition, 42 million Americans have no health insurance at all.

“Over thc years, physicians have been strong advocates of patients;
relationships were established on good will and trust that the doctor will
provide the best care based on the cénturies-old oath of physicians and bes:
available science. With managed care, profits and cost-savings have come
berween the paticat and the physician/health care provider.

“We need to establish a new covenant with the American people. Congress
m:szappuowsmndndsmatwmggidcmagedmwgminﬁonﬁnd\e
dcuveryofhulthcmmdanhesamcﬁmewiﬂwnmeAmuimpdﬂicth
rights as they decide on s health care provider.

“The Patiens’ Bill of Rights Act of 1998 is an important step in creating a

ﬁamcworkforasmﬁngmmdquaﬁtysarvimtothmemouedin
managed care and providing additional protections for patients.”

The Amexican Public Health Association, the oldest and largest organization
of public health professionals, represents more than 50,000 membess from
over 50 public henlthoccupnions.Mmapdcarewinbethcmeme of
APHA's 126% Annual Meeting, Noveinber 15-19, 1998, in Washington, DC
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